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November 20, 2020 

 

 

Mayor Donald D. Lyons 

City Council Members 

 

Dear Mayor Lyons and City Council Members:  

 

Next Meeting:  Council, 11/23/20, 7:00 PM 

 

The following report has been prepared to provide you with an update on current issues        

or projects in progress: 

 

Assistant City Manager Natalie Dean reports that soon the last Neighborhood 

Enhancement Program (NEP) project will begin!   The owners of 420 N. Front will receive   

a brand new front porch, a storm door and new front shutters on their windows.  We are all 

excited to see the improvements and to close out our grant for 2020. 

 

Director of Public Services Chad Tyrakowski reports leaf equipment challenges continue, 

with a bed cable snapping on one of our dump-trucks Friday evening.  Reacting quickly, the 

crew retrofitted another dump-truck to allow for leaf collection planned for Saturday and 

through the week to continue until the replacement cable arrived and was installed yesterday. 

Last night, we found an off-center fan on the parks vac, again taking that out of commission. 

 

Last weekend was busy in other ways as well.  With a positive Bacti sample found near 

Vandalia and Penn Township in the CCWS system, through EGLE’s direction, a 

precautionary boil notice was issued for the entire CCWS system.  Unfortunately, with 

CCWS standing for CASS COUNTY Water System, this led to much confusion, with 

residents all over Cass County thinking this impacted them.  In addition to media releases, 

F&V and city workers worked to inform and field questions throughout the weekend and 

week, with the order being lifted Tuesday afternoon.  Beyond the initial corrective-actions to 

address the bacteria, secondary and long-term corrective actions are underway to minimize 

the potential in the future. 

With the wide swinging currents and temperatures over 

the past few weeks have come the associated wind 

storms.  Last Sunday, a sparking AEP pole, and several 

downed trees and lines were addressed by city DPW, 

Public Safety, and MEC crews.  A tree that fell behind 

the Wash-Shed also blew fuses on two legs of a 3-phase 

circuit, leaving partial or no power to much of the M-

51S business and residential district.  City and MEC 

supervisors worked together to identify and repair the 

fault. 



DPW assisted F&V with cleaning the scum and bypass pits, also jetting the south digester 

decant line.  They also delivered the bypass pump requested by F&V to dewater tanks and 

again pull rags from the cross-collector.  And, Wightman worked with the city and F&V to 

complete/submit the FY19-20 Asset Management Annual Review for the WWTP. 

 

Ferguson was in to trouble-shoot and repair a couple of issues with the recently installed 

Lowe and Middle-School lift-station controls.  A PO was issued to upgrade the Indian Hills 

lift-station to Mission controls in the near future.  Informa was in to trouble-shoot and repair 

a monitor issue with the drive-up service.  We worked with Wolford electric to install 

conduit at the stage prior-to masonry and concrete.  Stephenson surveyed Beckwith Park.  

Precision Concrete Cutting demonstrated their techniques on the sidewalks from Chestnut 

Towers to High St.  And, Lounsbury is now working on the east-side of the ICG site.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

With several employees out, and with the help of 

Jgrant Excavating, we managed to assist families with 

two burial services.  A no-longer needed library water 

service was retired.  Cones were delivered to the COA 

for a Thanksgiving event.  And, we again assembled 

and delivered “Curb Side Pick-up” signs/cones for 

downtown restaurants. 

 

Interviews for the newly created position of DPW                

Water-Sewer Superintendent were held this week.                       

We we would like to welcome our new DPW 

Maintenance member, Adam Hemenway, to the team. 

 

 

Sincerely,  

 

Kevin Anderson, City Manager 


